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much closer than the Queen herself. He had the broad
cosmopolitan outlook, the essential sanity, the literary and
artistic interests combined -with the practical common
sense. Where he deviated from the type was in his resolute
religious purposes and in his lack of any strong national
feeling. Neither Elizabeth nor the Cecils could have been
anything else but English; Walsingham might have belonged
to any Christian country. England was for him simply an
instrument in a greater cause. His fundamental loyalties
were to the culture of the Renaissance and above all to the
gospel of the reformed religion.
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